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SUBJECT :UNEP: MEXICAN CANDIDACY FOR PRESIDENCY GC/III 
REF: MANILA 1922 NOTAL 

1. MEXICAN EMBASSY HAS INFORMED DEPT BY DIPLOMATIC NOTE 
THAT FRANCISCO VIZCAINO MURRAY, UNDERSECRETARY FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT, IS CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENCY OF 
THIRD SESSION OF UNEP GOVERNING COUNCIL, WHICH MEETS 
NAIROBI, APRIL 17-MAY 2, 1975. DEPT HAS ACKNOWLEDGED 
RECEIPT OF NOTE AND STATED CANDIDACY WILL BE GIVEN CAREFUL 
CONSIDERATION IN PREPARING USDEL FOR COUNCIL SESSION. 

2. FYI. PRESIDENCY OF FIRST SESSION UNEP GOVERNING 
COUNCIL WENT TO SWEDEN AS HOST OF UN CONFERENCE ON HUMAN 
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ENVIRONMENT AND PRESIDENCY OF SECOND SESSION TO KENYA AS 
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HOST TO UNEP'S PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS. AS GENERAL RULE, 

PRESIDING OFFICERS OF UN BODIES SUCH AS UNEP ARE ROTATED 
AMONG REGIONAL GROUPS REPRESENTED IN UN. IN THIS CASE, 

HOWEVER, ROTATIONAL PATTERN HAS NOT YET BEEN ESTABLISHED, 

AND PRESIDENCY THEREFORE SUBJECT TO COMPETING CANDIDACIES 
FROM REGIONS NOT YET HAVING HELD OFFICE. IN PRESENT CASE, 

PHILIPPINES HAS ANNOUNCED CANDIDACY OF HELENA Z. BENITEZ, 

FORMER SENATOR IN PHILIPPINE NATIONAL LEGISLATURE AND 
PROMINENT PARTICIPANT IN STOCKHOLM CONFERENCE AND SUBSE- 
QUENT ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVITIES. EMBASSY MANILA HAS SIMI- 
LARLY ROUTINELY ACKNOWLEDGED BENETIZ’ CANDIDACY. END FYI. 
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